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Presidentôs Message 

 
Welcome to the 2011 edition of the ASCE Seattle Section Geotechnical Group (ASCE SSGG) annual 

publication, the Groundhog! This issue includes a summary of the 2010 ï 2011 term activities and 

news from the local geotechnical community. 

 

I would like to start by thanking the members of the board for their dedication and support to our 

group. Without their invaluable volunteer service, our organization would not be able to function and 

serve our geotechnical community. Our officers this year include: Ghada Ellithy (U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers), President Elect; John Bickford (DBM Contractors), Secretary; Farid Sariosseiri 

(CDM), Treasurer; Tyler Stephens (Shannon and Wilson), Education Chair;  Mike Lach (CDM), 

Public Relations Chair; Bob Metcalfe (GeoEngineers), Membership Chair; and Minjae Park 

(AMEC Earth and Environmental), Webmaster. I also would like to thank Keith Brown (In Situ Engi-

neers) who has been supporting our Education Committee and Jake Dafni (University of Washington 

Graduate Student) who has been our coordinator with the UW students. 

 

Our mission as an organization is to advance the geotechnical practice in the Puget Sound region by 

providing leadership on public issues, sharing professional experience, and promoting education. 

  

This year, we were a cooperating organization in the Geo-Institute Earth Retention Conference III 

which was held at the Bellevue Hyatt between August 1 and 4 2010. The conference was the third in 

a series of conferences on earth retaining structures held at 20-year intervals, with the first two held in 

New York in 1970 and 1990. Our board members and other volunteers from our group supported the 

conference planning committee with the planning of a field demonstration and a student firm visit, 

and our past president, Sean Caraway, gave a brief welcome speech on behalf of the ASCE SSGG.  

 

During the last trimester of 2010, we organized one dinner meeting per month between September 

and December, planned a field trip in October to the Sound Transit University of Washington Station, 

and participated in the Seattle DPD landslide awareness meetings in November and December. For 

the first trimester of 2011, we are planning one dinner meeting per month between January and 

March, a Short Course in conjunction with the Spring Seminar on Friday April 29th, and the 28th An-

nual Spring Seminar on Saturday April 30th titled Soft Ground Tunneling in Urban Environments. 

Please note that this year the Spring Seminar will be held at Kane Hall room 220 because the HUB is 

undergoing major renovation. Tentative events for 2011 include a field trip and dinner meetings be-

tween April and June. We also made some upgrades and improvements to our website http://

www.seattlegeotech.org/ and added some useful information and links.  

 

On January 5, 2011 our group signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Geo-

Institute (G-I) of ASCE authorizing the creation of the Seattle Geo-Institute Chapter. The Geo-

Institute was created by the ASCE in 1996 as a specialty membership organization focused on the geo

ïindustry, and is one of ASCE's eight Institutes. With this move, our group will be known as both, the 

ASCE Seattle Section Geotechnical Group (ASCE SSGG), and the Seattle Geo-Institute Chapter. In 

the future, both logos will be included on our flyers and announcements. This transition will expand 

the exposure and reach of our group and will support the progress of the geo-professional community 

through a collaborative and a mutually beneficial affiliation. If you are interested in learning more 

about what this transition means to our group and our members, feel free to email me your questions. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our past membership chair, Bo McFadden, for assem-

http://www.seattlegeotech.org/
http://www.seattlegeotech.org/
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bling and presenting information to our board and taking the lead in negotiating the terms of our 

MOU with the G-I, and our past president, Sean Caraway, for bringing our transition to the forefront 

of our goals during his term. 

 

Our group remains financially strong. Over the past 4 years, we have been taking losses at all our din-

ner meetings and subsidizing the losses from the revenues we make on the Spring Seminar, short 

courses, and the Groundhog. This term, we negotiated a new contract for our dinner meetings on the 

east side to break even. We sent a survey to our members to explore the idea of moving all dinner 

meetings to the east side; the survey results were in favor of continuing to alternate the meetings be-

tween the east and the west side, and finding a cheaper venue on the west side, rather than raising the 

$35 fee. We are continuing our tradition of identifying company sponsors for students, reducing the 

dinner fee to $15 for non-reimbursed public officials, and allowing free walk-ins for the presentation 

only.  

 

This year, we are planning a $5000 matching donation to the University of Washington Chapter of 

Engineers Without Borders (EWB). We initiated this matching donation in 2007 and have been able 

to make it every year since then. We are expecting a representative of the EWB to give our group a 

presentation during the February or March dinner meeting on the work their chapter has been doing.  

 

Our groupôs membership which consists of our email list has exceeded 600 members. We would like 

to see volunteers from all the member firms supporting our group. The volunteer work within our 

group provides an opportunity to network and meet professionals from other organizations while 

serving our group. Please contact any of our officers if you are interested in being involved with the 

planning of our events. If you are interested in being an officer on the 2011-2012 term, please contact 

our president elect Ghada Ellithy. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming dinner meetings and the 2011 Spring Short Course and 

Seminar. 

 

Michel Bouchedid, P.E. 

President  
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2010ð2011 Events Schedule 

* Joint Meeting with ASCE / AEG   DM  Dinner Meeting 

** Joint Meeting with  ASCE General Section FT  Field Trip 

*** Joint Meeting with Ports & Harbors  SC  Short Course 

       SS  Spring Seminar 

Date Event Speaker (s) Topic Venue 

30 Sept 10 DM I.M. Idriss Liquefaction 
M&S, 

Seattle 

21 Oct 10 

*  
DM  Tom Badger, 

WSDOT  
Highway 410 landslide 

Red Lion, 

Bellevue 

23 Oct 10 FT 

Matt Burdick, P.E., 

Traylor Frontier-

Kemper JV 

ST LINK Light Rail  

University Station 

Slurry Wall Construction 

UW  Husky 

Stadium 

Site 

18 Nov 10 DM 
Prof. Joe Wartman, 

Univ. of Washington 

New Orleans Levee Failures ï 

A Five-Year Perspective 

Red Lion, 

Bellevue 

16 Dec 10 DM 
Roger Woodhead, 

SNC Lavalin 
Canada Line 

Red Lion, 

Bellevue 

27 Jan 11 

**  
DM 

David Baska,  

Terracon 

Prof. Pedro Arduino, 

Univ. of Washington  

Tony Allen,  

WSDOT 

Chile Earthquake 

Reconnaissance 

Red Lion, 

Bellevue 

24 Feb11 DM 

Tom Gurtowski, 

Shannon & Wilson 

Rob Clark, 

Shannon & Wilson 

West Point Treatment Facility 

ï 20+ Years of performance 

monitoring of soldier pile and 

tieback walls 

Red Lion, 

Bellevue 

24 Mar 11 

***  
DM Nason  McCullough Haiti Earthquake TBD 

29 April 11 SC Multiple Speakers 
Soft Ground Tunneling in 

Urban Environments 

Red Lion, 

Bellevue 

30 April 11 SS Multiple Speakers 
Soft Ground Tunneling in 

Urban Environments 

UW- Kane 

Hall 
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Spring Seminar Update 
  

In recent years, major tunneling projects have been launched in the Seattle metropolitan area, the 

Alaskan Way Viaduct, the Brightwater Conveyance System, and the University-link tunnels being 

prominent examples.  The ASCE Seattle Section Geotechnical Group is pleased to announce the 28th 

annual Spring Seminar titled Soft Ground Tunneling in Urban Environments.  The seminar will 

be held on Saturday, April 30th, 2011 at the University of Washington campus at Kane Hall.  We 

invite you to join us and learn more about this topic. 

 

This yearôs seminar will focus on soft ground tunneling and the specific challenges of an urban envi-

ronment.  The presentations will be given by prominent speakers from design, construction, and 

geotechnical firms, owners and academia.  The presentations will provide a synopsis of state-of-the-

art tunneling techniques and highlight several national case studies.  In addition, the seminar will 

include award presentations, panel discussion, exhibitors display, and hosted lunch and breaks.  

Seminar attendees will be eligible to receive 0.8 Continuing Education Units (CEU) or 8 Profes-

sional Development Hours (PDH).  

 

A 1-day short course about soft ground tunneling is being planned.  This short course will be taught 

by a recognized expert in tunneling practice, and is intended for an audience of all levels of practice.  

The short course will be held on Friday, April 29th, 2011 at the Red Lion Inn, Bellevue.  Potential 

topics for the short course include fundamentals of soft ground tunneling, subsurface investigations 

for tunneling projects, tunneling methods and techniques, principles of analysis, emerging technolo-

gies in tunneling, and codes of practice in design. Course attendees will be eligible to receive 

0.7 Continuing Education Units (CEU) or 7 Professional Development Hours (PDH).  

 

Mark your calendar for both events, and visit our website www.seattlegeotech.org by mid March, 

2011 for more updates and information   

 

Ghada Ellithy 

President-Elect 

 

 

http://www.seattlegeotech.org
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Public Relations Committee Update 
 

The City of Seattle Department of Planning and Development hosted two free landslide aware-

ness meetings for the public in November and December 2010. The meetings included presenta-

tions by professionals and time for one-on-one interaction between city residents and City of Se-

attle staff and local professional organizations on best practices for managing landslide prone 

properties. 

 

The Seattle G-I Chapter attended both events. Volunteers from various member firms were avail-

able to answer questions from the public and provide insight from a geotechnical engineering per-

spective. These events provided a fantastic opportunity to educate the public on what geotechnical 

engineers do, and what we can do to help mitigate the risks associated with living in a landslide-

prone region. 

 

We are currently preparing for several upcoming events, including National Engineers Week and 

Engineering Discovery Days at the University of Washington. If you are interested in volunteer-

ing to help with these events, please contact Mike Lach at lachma@cdm.com. In addition, if you 

know of any other opportunities for us to reach out and educate the community, please feel free to 

pass them along. 

 

Mike Lach 

Public Relations Chair 

mailto:lachma@cdm.com
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Charitable Donations 
 

The ASCE Seattle Geotechnical Group has been fortunate to be able to donate to various charities 

associated with our profession each year. Previous recipients have included the Engineerôs Without 

Borders (UW Chapter), various University of Washington Research Programs, the Pacific North-

west Center for Geologic Mapping Studies (aka GeoMap NW), and the Robert D. Holtz Endowed 

Fellowship. 

  

This year, we are again proud to be matching donations up to $5,000 to the Engineers Without Bor-

ders (EWB) University of Washington Chapter. This donation was made at their 6th Annual Dessert 

and Wine Fundraiser on January 31, 2011. 

 

For those of you who are not familiar with this organization, the Engineers Without Borders at the 

University of Washington has been working to improve the quality of life in disadvantaged commu-

nities in rural Bolivia. They provide the communities with designs, guidance and funds for various 

projects while the locals assist in construction, thus creating a sense of ownership of the project by 

the community.  

 

In the summer of 2010, three teams of students and mentors ventured to Bolivia; in Piriquina, Saca-

bamba, and Chaucari, new roofs and stoves were constructed; in Yanayo Chico, improvements were 

made on the potable water system; and between Yanayo Grande and Tuquiza, reinforcements were 

made on troubled sections of the existing road. If you are interested in more information regarding 

EWB UW, please go to www.ewb-usa.org or contact them directly at: 

 

 ewbuw@uw.edu 

 UW Engineers Without Borders 

 SAO Box 265 UW Box 352238 

 Seattle, WA 98195 

 

We- are always interested in hearing about other non-profit organizations associated with geotechni-

cal engineering profession. If you are aware of an organization, please let one of our officers know 

about it. 

 

Farid Sariosseiri 

Treasurer 
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Distinguished Service Awards  
 

The Membership Committee has a subcommittee which recognizes meritorious service by members 

whose past efforts on behalf of the Group, including outstanding leadership and guidance to the lo-

cal geotechnical community, deserve recognition. The Distinguished Service Awards, established in 

2007, are awarded annually at the Spring Seminar. 

 

In 2010 the Group awarded four Distinguished Service Awards. The recipients were Bill LaPrade 

(Shannon & Wilson), Alan MacNab (Condon Johnson), Tom Armour  (DBM Contractors, Inc.) 

and Pete Douglass (retired). The success of our group is attributed to the hard work of dozens of 

volunteers each year.  However, there are individuals who return year after year and distinguish 

themselves as leader among the group. These individuals have shown dedication and continued ser-

vice to the field of geotechnical engineering and the ASCE community. Our group owes its success 

to individuals like Bill, Alan, Tom, and Pete. 

 

We are currently accepting nominations for the 2011 Distinguished Service Awards. Please send 

your nominations to Bob Metcalfe at rmetcalfe@geoengineers.com by March 1, 2011 and include 

the name and contact information of the nominee and a brief description of why this person should 

receive a Distinguished Service Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bo McFadden with Pete Douglass and Tom Armour at the 2010 Spring Seminar. The awards for Bill 

Laprade and Alan MacNab were presented at the January 2010 dinner meeting. 
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U-220 Sound Transit Field Trip (October 2010) 
 

In October, the geotechnical group was offered an unique opportunity to visit Sound Transitôs Uni-

versity Link U-220 project located in the south parking lot of the University of Washingtonôs Foot-

ball Stadium. The field trip was hosted by Matthew Burdick PE who is a Project Engineer with 

Traylor-Frontier Kemper, the General Contractor for this project.  Condon Johnson & Associates is 

the Specialty Geotechnical subcontractor who is responsible for the various temporary and perma-

nent earth retention systems associated with this project.  

 

Our ASCE SSGG is always looking for field trip opportuni-

ties and are interested in the projects you are working on. If 

you have a project or are aware of a project that may be 

available, please contact one of the ASCE SSGG officers.  

 

 

Some project specifics: 

 

 

 

 

Also, a special thanks to Ricky Wang of The Riley Group for providing these pictures.    

Item Project Quantities 

Permanent Slurry Walls 240,000 sf of 4-foot thick & up to 165 feet deep 

Temporary Shoring 

(Owner Designed) 

28,400 sf of Soldier Piles & Lagging, either Cantilever 

or with one row of tieback anchors 

Temporary Shoring 

(Contractor Designed) 

10,650 sf of  Soldier Piles & Lagging with one row of 

tieback anchors 

Jet Grouting at North End 

(future TBM Break-in Zone) 

50-foot x 100-foot jet grout block to depths varying from 

50 to 100 feet below grade 


